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Ccomposers-in-Residence

Last season saw visits from 'composers-in-residence ' past and present. These
are always rewarding occasions for singers, composers and audience members
to experience never-before-heard performances of new works. British musician
Sasha Johnson Manning, who inaugurated this program in the late 1990s,
returned in April for the premiere of her wrestling cantata Musicians Wrestle
Everywhere, performed at the South Broadway Athletic Club. This commis-
sioned work was underwritten by the generosity of Dr. Stacey Albin-Wilson.

In May, the incumbent, Yakov Gubanov, traveled from New York City battling
bad weather and canceled flights to attend the first performance of his piece

In this issue: ..and lead them to Paradise, sung at the oratory church of St. Francis de Sales.
Gubanov is currently writing a new piece for the Chorus, commissioned for
Composers-in-Residence ConcertVl this season.
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Message from the President

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the second
concert of the 58th season of the Saint Louis Cham-
ber Chorus. This season's theme, The Ancients Speak,
brings to our attention ways in which writers and lan-
guages of the past have inspired composers over the
centuries as presented in six concerts given in venues
chosen to complement each concert's unique theme.
This kind of pairing, for which the Saint Louis Chamber
Chorus is so justly celebrated, sets this choir apart from
all others in the region. The Ancients Speak: Greek, our
opening concert held in early October; included set-
tings of ancient Greek texts in works from composers
dating from the |8th century to the present. This sec-
ond concert of the season, The Ancients Speak: Hebrew,
continues the theme and features works from the late
Renaissance to the present day. Subsequent concerts
this season include compositions inspired by Old Eng-
lish, Latin, Egyptian and Old Church Slavonic texts. I'm

sure you will agree with me that Artistic Director Philip
Barnes has been called “Mr. Creativity” for good reason!

We are grateful for the support of our season sub-
scribers and urge those of you who have not pur-
chased a subscription to do so now. We will gladly
credit the cost of your ticket today toward a subscrip-
tion. Subscribers receive significant savings over the
price of individual tickets in addition to reserved seat-
ing, informative pre-concert letters from the Artistic
Director and ticket exchange privileges. Like other arts
organizations, ticket sales do not cover all of our costs
so if you are in a position to make a gift to the SLCC
beyond the cost of your ticket it will be most appreci-
ated.

Thank you for coming to today's concert and we look
forward to seeing you at our next concert, The An-
cients Speak: Old English, to be performed on Decem-
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New Chorus CD Released

Our latest CD, titled American Declarations, will be released in November 2013 by the British label, Regent Records.
This will be our fourth collaboration with this innovative niche company, and represents the talents of our won-
derful singers, staff, engineer Daniel Ruder and producer Gary Cole.

The repertoire ranges from the stirring to the enthralling, and covers different traditions of American chamber
choirs, from the art song to the spiritual, and from a modern madrigal to a choral symphony. Recorded in the
warm acoustic of Second Presbyterian Church in the Central West End earlier this year, the new disc makes an
ideal addition to the winter season of gift giving. Our last disc for Regent is already nearly sold out, so don't delay
buying copies of the new disc; many of the pieces on it receive their first recording on this CD, so it's truly a one-
of-a-kind keepsake of this unique choir.

Philip Barnes




Noteworthy Notes

Christmas from Saint LLouis
Reviewed

Just a few copies of our recent Christmas disc on
Regent Records remain on sale. The wide variety
of pieces and the expert singing has made it a
'must-have' CD for the season, and it has attracted
much critical acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic.
Here is one of the latest reviews, taken from the
Royal School of Church Music's website:

Under their British-born conductor; Philip Barnes,
the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus makes a deli-
ciously homogenous sound, the members singing
as if with one voice. Their a cappella programme
features several pieces by American composers
(including It came upon the midnight clear to its orig-
inal tune and We three kings of Orient are), and is
built around music by Virgil Thomson. There are
several pieces on the disc that were written for the
Chorus, including Martha Shaffer's charming If ye
would hear the angels sing, New Zealander Clare
Maclean'’s intricate Susannine, Yakov Gubanov's The
garden of roses, Sasha Johnson Manning's Two Tree
Carols, and David Bednall's From heaven above to
earth | come, a work that explores a variety of
moods in its eight minutes. If you want a Christmas
disc that offers something rather different from the
usual repertoire, this is ideal.

Imperfect Harmony

SLCC supporters might enjoy a new book written
by Stacy Horn that really goes to the heart of
choral singing. Her Imperfect Harmony (published
by Algonquin Books) offers a rare insight into why
some sing, and others listen. It's an easy, anecdotal
read, but one worth tracking down on Amazon or
through your library.

Philip Barnes

Re-Choired Listening

A new hour-long program devoted to choral music
hit the airwaves this past summer, and is something
SLCC supporters might like to add to their listen-
ing habits. Our own Philip Barnes is the producer
and presenter of Re-Choired Listening, broadcast at
7 pm every Wednesday on the Radio Arts Foun-
dation of St. Louis. Tune into 107.3 FM, or listen on-
line at rafstl.org.

Annual Picnic Well Attended

The Annual Picnic has evolved into one of the orga-
nization’s favorite events, where we can informally
welcome new singers and board members (and
their families), as well as renew friendships with cur-
rent members after our summer hiatus. This year the
picnic was held at Faust Park on August 23rd, and
was the best-attended picnic so far The picnic
site was located next to a playground, had a large
field for lawn games, and was a short walk away from
the Butterfly House and the Carousel. Grillmaster
John Clayton (husband of soprano Jill) kept us well-
supplied with delicious burgers, hot dogs, and chicken
breasts and we all enjoyed sampling the side dishes
and desserts brought by the singers and board
members. After such a successful picnic, we can't wait
for next year!

Mary Chapman




